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1. INTRODUCTION 

  

Dear Bulletin Readers,  

 

September was a significant month with Porvoo welcoming new members and a 

meeting of the Meissen Commission. Pope Francis made his first official visit to a 

European country. Items 8 and 9 advertise two lectures, both to be held at the L.S.E. 

This October bulletin brings you news of these and other matters of interest.  

 

Thanks to  “Methodist Recorder” for the report on EFECW (item 4).  

 

Best wishes  

 

Leslie Nathaniel      

CCU European Secretary and                                     

Archbishop of Canterbury’s                                        

Secretary for  

International Ecumenical Affairs      

Leslie.nathaniel@churchofengland.org  
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Francis Bassett  

Assistant Secretary CCU 

francis.bassett@churchofengland.org  

 

The Bulletin is sent out on a mailing list: Please advise us if your email address 

changes, or if you do not wish to receive the Bulletin. CCU is not responsible for the 

content of external web sites mentioned in this Bulletin. 

 

 

2. PORVOO WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS AT BISHOPTHORPE MEETING 

 

Forty-five church leaders from The Porvoo Communion of Churches met in York, 

UK, from Wednesday 17 to Friday 19 September 2014, and received the Latvian 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad and the Lutheran Church in Great Britain as 

new member churches of the Porvoo Communion.  The co-chairs of the Porvoo 

Contact Group, the Most Revd Dr Michael Jackson and the Rt Revd Dr Peter Skov-

Jakobsen, welcomed participants and introduced the theme Towards Greater Unity 

and Closer Fellowship. Most of the sessions were held at Bishopthorpe Palace, office 

and home of the Archbishop of York, the Most Revd Dr John Sentamu, who greeted 

the church leaders and took part in the deliberations.  

 

Bible studies were led by Bishop Helga Haugland Byfuglien of the Church of Norway 

and by Archbishop John Sentamu. The group openly shared different viewpoints, 

hopes and aspirations for the future of the churches and their life in communion 

together. The co-chairs presented introductory reflections related to the theme, which 

were followed by presentations from participants on communicating the gospel in 

today’s world; leadership as servanthood and Christian witness; religious freedom and 

human rights; and engaging young people in the church. The presentations focussed 

on the Porvoo context and led to extensive discussion and further input.  

 

The meeting affirmed: 

- The role of servanthood, leadership and discipleship in authentic Christian 

witness, with a special focus on the current situation in Europe 

- The need to provide space and opportunities for prayer, spiritual expression and 

pilgrimage 

- The need for a refreshed emphasis in mission as a way of life with and in the 

community 

- The importance of including young people emphasising their visible and active 

role in the life of the Communion 

- The important contribution of majority and minority churches in the Porvoo 

Communion. 

 

Based on the discussions, the church leaders agreed a tentative work plan for the next 

four years, which allowed flexibility for appropriate changes to be made by the 

Porvoo Contact Group.  

 

Participants attended Evensong at York Minster each day and the meeting concluded 

with a solemn celebration of the Eucharist, at which the Most Revd Dr Antje Jackelén 

preached and  Archbishop John Sentamu presided. During the celebration, the Latvian 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad and the Lutheran Church in Great Britain 

mailto:francis.bassett@churchofengland.org
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signed the Porvoo Declaration. Those who signed were Archbishop Elmars Ernsts 

Rozitis and Bishop Martin Lind. The two churches were welcomed as the newest 

members of the Porvoo Communion.  

 
 

 

 

3.  MEISSEN COMMISSION MEETS IN BERLIN  

 

The Meissen Commission of the Church of England and the Evangelische Kirche in 

Deutschland held its 24th meeting in the capital Berlin, the heart of political life in 

Germany from Thursday 25 to Sunday 28 September.  

 

Deliberations began on 25
th 

with a discussion with the President of the German 

Bundestag, Dr Norbert Lammert, during which current political questions and the 

reciprocal apprehension   of church and politics in Germany were aired. Dr Lammert 

encouraged the Meissen Delegation not to relinquish foundational themes, but work 

and articulate them in a contextually relevant manner.  “Die Kirchen sollten nichts 

Anderes, aber manches anders machen als früher” (“Churches should not concern 

themselves with different issues; only they should do some things differently.”), said 

Dr Lammert. 

 

Another encounter at the Bundestag was with Heiko Schmelzle, a Member of 

Parliament belonging to the CDU (Christian Democratic Party), who with the Meissen 

Commission reflected on political engagement on the basis of Christian values.  

 

The Commission agenda with the theme Reformation and Politics gave reason to visit 

the offices of the EKD Representative to the Bundestag and the European Union as 

well as to participate in a podium discussion on the contentious question of equipping 

the German army with fighter drones.  

 

The Commission furthermore received up to date information on the refugee work 

being done by the Evangelical Church in Berlin Brandenburg-Schlesische 

Oberlausitz. 

 

In addition to addressing the Commission theme, the focus was on developing greater 

intentionality in the area of partnership in both England and Germany. During the 

next years the Commission is keen to grow partnerships between parishes, church 

groups, regional churches and dioceses on the journey of both churches to full visible 

unity.   

 

 Keeping in mind its long and successful ecumenical work, the Commission then 

addressed the question of what contributions Meissen could make to the Reformation 

Jubilee in 2017. The EKD Ambassador for the Reformation Jubilee, Dr Margot 

Käßmann addressed the Commission, providing members with background 

information and the insight into current plans. She invited the Commission to 

participate in the planning of the “Weltausstellung Reformation” (A Global 

Exhibition on the Reformation) in Wittenberg in 2017. 
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Commission members then visited the memorial site of Plötzensee, the Evangelische 

Gedenkkiche and the Catholic Church Maria Regina Martyrum in the area. The 

reflections after the visit were valuable in terms of understanding each other’s 

contexts and histories. 

 

The Commission ended its deliberations with a communion service in the Berliner 

Cathedral at which the Anglican Co-chair of the Meissen Commission, the Rt Revd 

Nicholas Baines, Bishop of Leeds, preached and the EKD Co-Chair, Bishop Dr 

Friedrich Weber brought greetings. 

 

 

 

 

4. ECUMENICAL FORUM OF EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN  

    CHRISTIAN WOMEN MEET IN GREECE  
 

 

Christian women from 27 countries met together in Tinos, Greece, for the 9
th

 general 

assembly of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women (EFECW) 

(efecw.net). British Methodists taking part included Anthea Scully from Peterborough 

and Kate Curtis from Grangemouth. The island of Tinos is special because it is a 

place of pilgrimage to the Virgin Mary and the location inspired the theme, “Born of a 

woman. Christian women as a creative energy in Europe.”  

Despite the beauty of the surroundings, the assembly was very aware of conflicts past 

and present. Acknowledging the different roles that women played in both the First 

World War and the Second World War, the assembly was keen to stress that women 

and women’s organisations must be instruments of peace. The final message 

encouraged women to come together to pray and work towards peace. The women of 

the forum will continue to work within their churches to inspire them advocate for 

peace within the public and private sphere.  

The assembly also considered how current conflicts heighten societal issues of racism, 

refugees and migrants that are already present in Europe. The presence in Greece also 

served as reminder of the severs impact of the 2008 financial crisis. It was noted that 

the financial system still causes poverty, disadvantage and environmental problems. 

Forum members will respond to the call to be a creative energy in Europe by working 

within their member Churches to advocate for peace and justice within the public and 

private sphere.  

“This was a real opportunity to share with women from many different countries and 

church traditions,” said Anthea Sully. “Tinos itself added to the experience with its 

many tiny churches and dramatic landscape. The presence of the film crew gave focus 

to our work: for me being filmed dancing in the hills and then having to put my 

thoughts into an interview was a positive challenge. I think we all left with a sense of 

purpose to bring common commitment to being a strong voice for peace and justice in 

our respective churches.”  
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5. SYNOD ON THE FAMILY IN ROME: A DEPTH OF LISTENING  

 

October saw a major gathering in Rome as thoughts and stories from parishes and 

dioceses around the world were brought to the Extraordinary Synod on the Pastoral 

Challenges of the Family in the Context of Evangelization. The Rt Revd Paul Butler, 

Bishop of Durham, who attended as the Archbishop of Canterbury’s representative, 

has written his impressions of the Synod in an article in the 24 October edition of the 

“Church Times”. He was also interviewed on Vatican Radio describing the depth of 

listening and seriousness in the small groups and plenary sessions. For more details 

see:  

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/10/15/an_anglican_outsider_shares_insights_at_

the_synod/1108674 

Father Lombardi from the Vatican Press Office described this Synod as the church on 

a journey: “to seek the will of God in the light of the Gospel and the light of faith, in 

order to find answers to the most vital questions of the family and in a certain sense, 

of anthropology, of the condition of men and women in the world of today.”  

A summary of Father Lombardi’s interview can be read at :  

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/10/22/lombardi_synod_is_church_on_a_journey

/1109184 

 

 

 

 

6. THE PLACE OF RELIGION IN THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC SQUARE  

 

The Von Hügel Institute 2014 Annual lecture will take place on Tuesday 4 November 

from 11:00am to 12:30pm at St Edmund’s College Cambridge. Professor Joseph H H 

Weller. President of the European University Institute in Florence will speak on the 

theme of “The Place of Religion in the European Public Square”. Professor Weller 

served for many years as a member of the Committee of Jurists of the Institutional 

Affairs Committee of the European Parliament, inter alia co-drafting the European 

Parliament’s Declaration of Human Rights and Freedoms.  

 

The lecture will be co-sponsored by the European Centre at POLIS, University of 

Cambridge. The full 2014 – 15 lecture series will be jointly sponsored by St Mary’s 

University, Twickenham.  

 

Full details about the series can be found on page 9 of the 20 September issue of “The 

Tablet” and also at the St Edmund’s College website in the events section.  

 

 

 

 

7.  MISSION AND PROSELYTISM: STRASBOURG MEETING  

 

A plan for global talks on one of Christianity’s most enduring and complex issues – 

that of “mission and proselytism” was set in motion at a Global Christian Forum 

convened meeting in Strasbourg, France.  

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/10/15/an_anglican_outsider_shares_insights_at_the_synod/1108674
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/10/15/an_anglican_outsider_shares_insights_at_the_synod/1108674
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/10/22/lombardi_synod_is_church_on_a_journey/1109184
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/10/22/lombardi_synod_is_church_on_a_journey/1109184
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A working group of representatives from the Catholic Church (Pontifical Council for 

Promoting Christian Unity), the Pentecostal World Fellowship, the World Council of 

Churches and the World Evangelical Alliance as well as members of the Global 

Christian Forum agreed on a series of aims and approaches for tackling concerns 

associated with mission and proselytism.  

The Forum and those four world wide bodies agreed to carry primary responsibility 

for the three-year process.  

A primary aim of the global conversation will be to develop a companion statement to 

Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World , including recommendations for 

relationships between churches living and working in the same communities. The 

landmark Christian Witness statement was published in 2011 co-jointly by the 

Catholic Church, World Council of Churches and the World Evangelical Alliance.  

Another aim is to encourage and resource reconciliation and “healing of memories” 

between churches which have experienced tension and pain due to conflicting 

perspectives and practices on mission and evangelism.  

The GCF – based initiative will take the form of a global “facilitated” conversation 

over three years, covering many continents. The Working Group will have members 

from a variety of Christian traditions: African Independent, Anglican, Baptist, 

Catholic, Lutheran, Mennonite, Oriental Orthodox, Orthodox, Pentecostal and 

Reformed.  

 

 

8.   CORBISHLEY LECTURE 2014:  

      POLITICS, JUDGES AND HUMAN RIGHTS  

 

Professor Conor Gearty, Director of the Institute of Public Affairs and a Professor of 

Human Rights Law, will be giving this year’s Corbishley lecture at the London 

School of Economics on Thursday 6 November at 6:30 pm. The title will be “On 

Fantasy Island: British politics, English judges and the European Convention on 

Human Rights”. Professor Gearty will unpick the myths that infect political 

engagement with human rights in Britain – and discussion of the Human Rights in 

particular, by kind courtesy of LSE Law, an integral part of the School’s mission, 

which plays a major role in policy debates and in the education of lawyers and law 

teachers from around the world.  

 

The lecture will take place in the Old Theatre, Old Building at the L.S.E.  followed by 

a reception in the neighbouring Old Building Atrium. The lecture is free of charge but 

prior registration is essential.  

 

The lecture is being organised by the Wyndham Place Charlemagne Trust. Interested 

people should contact the Trust by email at :  wpctrust@gmail.com  

 

 

9. UACES LECTURE: METROPOLITAN IGNATIUS  

 

UACES (University Association for Contemporary European Studies) is sponsoring a 

Public Lecture by His Eminence Metropolitan Ignatius of Demetrias and Almyros on 

the subject of “The Greek Orthodox Church and the Economic Crisis” at 18:30 on 

Wednesday 12 November. The venue will be the London School of Economics (the 
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Hong Kong Theatre in Clement House). The event is free and open to all with no 

ticket required. Entry is on a first come first served basis.  For more details contact: 

 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/europeanInstitute/research/hellenicObservatory/CMS%20pdf/
Events/2014-15-Events/Public-Lecture-Metropolitan-Ignatius-Book-Launch-E-
flyer.pdf 
 

 

10. CLIMATE CHANGE: EUROPE’S CHURCHES RESPONDING  

 

The European Christian Environment Network held its tenth assembly from 27 

September to 1 October at Balatonszárszó in Hungary. Delegates from a multitude of 

traditions shared theological insights on creation, learned of the latest scientific 

assessments of climate change and dialogued with government representatives. 

Guided by a keynote address from Bishop James Jones from the C of E, they called 

for prayer, personal decisions that consider environmental impacts on others, local 

support for efficient use of energy and supporting renewable sources, raising a 

political voice to address climate injustice and build up a dialogue across church and 

faith traditions involving scientists and other students of climate change. The Network 

looks ahead to the next round of the Climate negotiations scheduled for Paris in 

December 2015.  

 

Bishop James Jones shared this prayer with the Assembly:  

 

Holy Jesus, 

Child of Adam 

Come in Glory 

And renew the face of the Earth  

 

For more details see the Network’s website at: http://www.ecen.org 

 

 

 

11. .  …POPE FRANCIS VISIT TO ALBANIA  

 

On Sunday 21 September Pope Francis visited Albania – his first official visit to a 

European country. With reference to acts of terror being carried out around the world 

he said: “May no one use religion as a pretext for actions against human dignity and 

against the fundamental rights of every man and woman, above all, the right to life 

and the right of everyone to religious freedom”. He praised the peaceful coexistence 

between religions in Albania where Muslims make up nearly 60 per cent of the 

population and Orthodox and Catholic Christians make up about 10 per cent each: 

“The climate of respect and mutual trust between Catholics, Orthodox and Muslims is 

a precious gift to the country. This is especially the case in these times where an 

authentic religious spirit is being perverted and where religious differences are being 

distorted and instrumentalised. This creates dangerous circumstances which lead to 

conflict and violence, rather than being an occasion for open and respectful dialogue, 

and for a collective reflection on what it means to believe in God and follow his 

laws.”  

http://www.lse.ac.uk/europeanInstitute/research/hellenicObservatory/CMS%20pdf/Events/2014-15-Events/Public-Lecture-Metropolitan-Ignatius-Book-Launch-E-flyer.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/europeanInstitute/research/hellenicObservatory/CMS%20pdf/Events/2014-15-Events/Public-Lecture-Metropolitan-Ignatius-Book-Launch-E-flyer.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/europeanInstitute/research/hellenicObservatory/CMS%20pdf/Events/2014-15-Events/Public-Lecture-Metropolitan-Ignatius-Book-Launch-E-flyer.pdf
http://www.ecen.org/
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Muslims and Catholics attended the Pope’s mass in a square named after Mother 

Teresa.  

Tirana’s capital main Boulevard Martyrs of the Nation was decorated with Albanian 

and Vatican flags. There were also pictures of 40 Catholic priests who were 

persecuted or executed when Albania was officially a non-religious state under the 

regime of Enver Hoxha.  

 

For more details see the Ecumenical News articles’ section at 

http://www.ecumenicalnews.com/article 

  

 

 

12. AND FINALLY …. COPTIC CHURCH CELEBRATES NEW YEAR 

 

The Coptic Orthodox Church in the United Kingdom celebrated the Feast of Nayrouz, 

marking the new Coptic Year in St Margaret’s Church, Westminster Abbey on 

Tuesday 21 October with a sermon by His Grace Bishop Angaelos, General Bishop of 

the Coptic Orthodox Church in the U.K. and messages from HRH The Prince of 

Wales, the Prime Minister and the Archbishop of Canterbury.  

The Prince of Wales paid tribute to “the dedication and commitment of the Coptic 

faithful in contributing to the life of the Church, and of this country, in many ways, 

some unseen and unheard.”   

In his message Archbishop Justin said: “My prayer for all the faithful of the Coptic 

Church is that the coming year will bring peace and hope. In situations of crisis and 

conflict may the primacy of our inter church relations as Christians standing together 

and praying for one another provide us with the wisdom, courage and strength in 

Christ to dialogue clarify, act and heal.”  

In his sermon Bishop Angaelos spoke of the defiance and resolve of many who have 

suffered gross violations of their religious freedom:  

“The unity that we express today in standing side by side for those less fortunate of 

free than ourselves will be a testimony to encourage us and them that they are not 

forgotten. We stand here in the confidence that God hears our prayers and the cries of 

all who call upon Him, reminded in Exodus 3:7 “ I have surely seen the oppression of 

My people …. and have heard their cry …. for I know their sorrows.”  

The service was attended by members of the House of Lords, House of Commons, 

members of the diplomatic corps and ecumenical and official guests as well as 

member of the Coptic community in the U.K.  

For more details see the Coptic Orthodox Church website at www.CopticCentre.com  

 

 

 

Material edited and distributed by the Council for Christian Unity, Church House, 

London  

Visit the CCU website at: 

 http://www.churchofengland.org/about-us/work-other-churches/ccu.aspx 

 

and visit the Latest News page  

 

http://www.copticcentre.com/

