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1. INTRODUCTION 

  

Dear Bulletin Readers,  

 

I trust that you will all by now have heard the sad news of the death of our colleague, Francis 

Bassett, in November last year. Amongst his numerous other responsibilities here at the CCU, 

Francis assisted with the editing and distribution of this bulletin over many years. When staff 

changes meant that for around 10 months we were missing a team member with ‘European’ in 

their job title, Francis took the lead responsibility for ensuring it kept appearing regularly. He 

was passionate about relationships between the Church of England and churches in 

Continental Europe as an integral part of our church’s commitment to Christian unity. 

 

The first item below is therefore a tribute to Francis, drawing on the obituary that appeared in 

the Church Times and the address given at the funeral by his former vicar. It was very good to 

see so many people gathered together for that occasion in St Barnabas, Manor Park, from the 

many different strands of Francis’ full and busy life. It was a special pleasure for me to meet 

in person some of those whose names I know as contributors to and readers of this bulletin. 

 

2018 is set to be a pivotal year in the United Kingdom’s relationship with Europe as we 

prepare to leave the European Union in 2019. It seems to me that there are significant 

opportunities here both to affirm the bonds between the Church of England and churches on 

the Continent, and to consider what the churches of Europe – inside, outside and about to be 

outside the EU – might have to say to our societies and to Europe as a whole as Brexit 

unfolds. 

 

It is therefore perhaps timely that the CEC Assembly takes place in early summer this year. 

The CCU is also supporting opportunities to take forward the conversation about the 

significance of church relationships between this island and the Continent in the run-up to 

Brexit. This is very much the focus both for the gathering of European Church Links Officers 

at the end of April and for the Meissen Delegation visit to Brussels in June. 
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We hope that our small staff team here at the CCU will be back up to full strength before too 

long. New colleagues bring new skills and new perspectives, and in a changing world we 

know we need to keep reviewing the way we communicate – how we share information and, 

just as importantly, how we listen and learn. It may be that it is time for the format of this 

bulletin to change in one way or another, but the network of European Bulletin readers, built 

up over many years, and the exchange of information and views that it enables, is something 

we certainly will not want to lose. If you have ideas about how to develop it, do let me know. 

 

Best wishes from the CCU staff team,  

     

The Revd Canon Jeremy Worthen  

Secretary for Ecumenical Relations and Theology 

 

 

The Bulletin is sent out on a mailing list: Please advise us if your email address changes, or if 

you do not wish to receive the Bulletin. CCU is not responsible for the content of external web 

sites mentioned in this Bulletin. Individual views expressed in blogs, reports or communiques 

are not necessarily the views of the editors. 

 

 

2. TRIBUTE TO FRANCIS BASSETT  

 

This obituary of Francis was printed in the Church Times on 15 December 2017, written by 

Jeremy Worthen and others:  

  

Francis Bassett, Assistant Secretary of the Council for Christian Unity, who died on 18 

November 2017, aged 63, would have been astonished at the thought of his obituary 

appearing in the Church Times, which he read carefully every week, to identify items of 

interest to his colleagues in the staff team at the Council for Christian Unity. He would have 

been astonished because he did not expect public recognition of any kind for the various 

forms of service that he undertook, faithfully and cheerfully, as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 

For those of us who sat alongside him day by day in Church House, it is hard to imagine the 

work of the Council without him. He knew it so very well, and had accumulated over the 

years a knowledge of the Church of England’s ecumenical relations which reached into places 

that eluded the rest of us. He could readily recall an incident — or retrieve a document — to 

cast light on an issue that we were dealing with here and now. He also built up many valued 

relationships with people, including members of ecumenical groups he was involved in 

supporting, such as the English Anglican-Roman Catholic Committee. His kindness and 

gentle humour regularly brightened the working day. 

 

For more of this obituary: https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2017/15-

december/gazette/obituaries/obituary-francis-trevanion-bassett  

 

At his funeral on 15 December the Revd James Ramsay, former vicar of St Barnabas, gave his 

testimony of friendship and respect for Francis. Here are extracts: 

 

As PCC member, Vice-Chair and Deanery Synod rep, Francis brought invaluable expertise 

and continuity to St Barnabas, enriched by his worklife experience at Millbank and Church 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2017/15-december/gazette/obituaries/obituary-francis-trevanion-bassett
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2017/15-december/gazette/obituaries/obituary-francis-trevanion-bassett
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House and his wider local knowledge as Deanery Synod secretary. It was through music, 

however, that he gave most abundantly, by his gifts at the organ console and piano keyboard, 

his support for the singing group, and perhaps most memorably his leadership of the St 

Barnabas band - which over many years has played at concerts, tea dances, fundraisers, and 

social events, in ever-changing permutations as players moved away or joined the band. He 

would write parts for whatever instruments people brought along, and particularly encouraged 

younger musicians. He had a gift for writing attractive, easily singable liturgical music, 

 

Francis was blessed with a gift of perseverance that buoyed up others. He was salt that never 

lost its savour through tiredness, discouragement, or cynicism. This was evident in his work 

as convenor of Newham Friends of the Earth, which he nurtured through good times and bad, 

writing cogent, well-informed letters and emails, guiding us through the shenanigans of local 

environmental consultations, manning stalls, wearing the t-shirt ... undaunted and dependable. 

 

Francis was ever prompt to sign petitions against social injustice, and would be seen every 

two years with lighted candle at peace vigils outside the ExCel international arms fair. He was 

a regular cheerful customer at the Traidcraft stall, and took pleasure in sharing the harvest 

from the ancient apple tree in his garden. On Sunday mornings when I heard him warming-up 

at the keyboard, I knew there would be at least 2 or 3 items in the basket for the Refugee and 

Migrant Project, and money in the alms plate. Francis gift-aided to the church far more than 

he ever received as organist, but more importantly he was generous in spirit. I never heard 

him utter a mean or sarcastic word. 

 

He bore witness, through the integrity of his way of life, to the kingdom professed in his faith. 

He touched the lives of all of us by his kindness, his gifts, and his joy. He was, I would say, a 

holy man. I feel blessed to have known him. 

 

 

3.  REFORMATION ANNIVERSARY 

 

The Reformation anniversary year concluded on 31 October 2017 with the service at 

Westminster Abbey, organised by the Council for Lutheran Churches, and included the 

presentation by the Archbishop of Canterbury of the text of the Anglican Consultative 

Council’s resolution regarding the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification to 

representatives of the Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church.  

 

To read more: 

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s sermon at the Reformation 500th anniversary service: 

https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-and-writing/sermons/archbishop-

canterburys-sermon-reformation-500th-anniversary-service  

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury marks agreement with Catholic and Lutheran churches on 

500th anniversary of the Reformation: 

https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/archbishop-marks-agreement-catholic-and-lutheran-

churches-500th-anniversary-reformation  

 

The report by Westminster Abbey and link to the order of service: 

http://westminster-abbey.org/press/news/2017/october/westminster-abbey-marks-500th-

anniversary-of-the-reformation 

https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-and-writing/sermons/archbishop-canterburys-sermon-reformation-500th-anniversary-service
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-and-writing/sermons/archbishop-canterburys-sermon-reformation-500th-anniversary-service
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/archbishop-marks-agreement-catholic-and-lutheran-churches-500th-anniversary-reformation
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/archbishop-marks-agreement-catholic-and-lutheran-churches-500th-anniversary-reformation
http://westminster-abbey.org/press/news/2017/october/westminster-abbey-marks-500th-anniversary-of-the-reformation
http://westminster-abbey.org/press/news/2017/october/westminster-abbey-marks-500th-anniversary-of-the-reformation
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Lutherans, Catholics, Methodists, Reformed and Anglicans “drawn into deeper communion” 

(Anglican Communion News service): 

http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2017/10/lutherans,-catholics-methodists-reformed-and-

anglicans-drawn-into-deeper-communion.aspx  

 

 

4. EUROPEAN CHURCH LINKS OFFICERS CONFERENCE, 30 APRIL 

 

The 2018 European Church Links Officers conference will take place on 30 April at Lambeth 

Palace. It will be organised by the Council for Christian Unity and the Convenor of the Network, 

Revd Dr Keith Archer, and hosted by the European Ecumenical Round Table. 

 

The church relationships with continental Europe are now all the more crucial since the 

referendum of 2016, and CCU therefore considered it timely to organise a conference on the 

theme of Brexit. The conference will provide a platform for the ‘voices on the ground’ to be 

heard, and for reciprocal information sharing and reflection. Speakers will include bishops of the 

European Ecumenical Round Table: Bishop Robert Innes from the Diocese in Europe, Bishop 

Nick Baines from Leeds, and Bishop Christopher Hill, President of the Conference of European 

Churches. Topics for discussion will range from the Church’s contribution to a vision for Europe 

in a post-Brexit Europe to the current parliamentary situation and its implications for ecumenical 

relations. 

 

We very much hope that every diocese is represented at the event. 

 

 

5. CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES 15TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 28 

MAY – 6 JUNE, NOVI SAD (SERBIA) 

 

The highest governing body of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) is the Assembly, 

held every five years. CEC has accepted an invitation from the Holy Synod of the Serbian 

Orthodox Church to hold its 15th General Assembly in Novi Sad. The Assembly will be 

hosted by CEC Member Churches in Serbia, as well as by other churches of the Vojvodina 

region. 

 

CEC President Rt Rev. Christopher Hill KCVO, DD added, “I am delighted to say that 

Patriarch Irinej of Serbia offers us his warm welcome to Serbia; our visit will signal that 

CEC is truly ‘Europe-wide’.” 

 

Discussion will centre on topics including migration, Muslim-Christian relations, and social 

justice.  

 

The General Assembly in Novi Sad will also elect a President and two Vice-Presidents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2017/10/lutherans,-catholics-methodists-reformed-and-anglicans-drawn-into-deeper-communion.aspx
http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2017/10/lutherans,-catholics-methodists-reformed-and-anglicans-drawn-into-deeper-communion.aspx
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6. MEISSEN DELEGATION VISIT TO BRUSSELS: 17 – 19 JUNE 

 

The terms of the Meissen Agreement stipulate a visit of Church of England delegates to 

Germany each quinquennium. In response to Brexit, however, the EKD has invited a Church 

of England delegation to Brussels rather than Germany. 

 

The EKD’s Co-Secretary of the Meissen Commission, OKR Christoph Ernst said, “During 

these important European times of change the EKD would like to invite a delegation from the 

Church of England to meet with the EKD in Brussels in order to work on European themes.” 

 

The visit will provide an opportunity for discussion and reflection about Europe and Brexit. 

The Head of the Brussels Office for the EKD, Senior Church Counsel Katrin Hatzinger, 

mentioned that there is a good chance that the delegation will be able to speak with 

negotiators from the EU and the UK about matters arising for future collaborations and 

partnerships, as well as with people from CEC and other organisations. 

 

 

7. ANNUAL REPORT ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONS RELEASED 

The Church of England’s Annual Report on Ecumenical Relations is now available on the 

website: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2018-

01/Annual%20report%20on%20ecumenical%20relations%202017.pdf  

 

 

Material edited and distributed by the Council for Christian Unity, Church House, London  

Visit the CCU website at: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/work-other-christian-churches  

and scroll down to see the Latest News  

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2018-01/Annual%20report%20on%20ecumenical%20relations%202017.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2018-01/Annual%20report%20on%20ecumenical%20relations%202017.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/work-other-christian-churches

